
Indirect Characterization Project Instructions & Examples  
 

•Choose a character you like from a book, movie or TV show. 

•Find or draw a picture of them for the top half of the paper. 

•Find SPECIFIC examples of indirect characterization for your character. One for each type of the STEAL 
method. 

•Make sure to give text evidence (6pt), state what character trait it shows (6pt), and explain why the text 
evidence shows that trait (6pt) 

•Each example is worth 18 points (90 pts total), picture (5 pts), appearance (5 pt)  
 
 
Example: Karana, Island of the Blue Dolphins 
 
HINT – Your examples of indirect characterization should read – “text evidence” (quote or 
paraphrase-SPECIFIC) – “which shows” – “because”   
 
 

S Karana tells her father she is afraid the Aleuts are hunting too many others, which shows she is an 

independent thinker, because she is not afraid to speak her mind and express an opinion her father 

might not agree with. 

T She reflects upon not killing the leader of the dog pack and is unsure why she didn’t kill him, which 

shows she is developing forgiveness. She wanted revenge, but when she saw the leader wounded 

and helpless she was not able to kill him. 

E Karana gives Tutok a circlet she made. Tutok is elated to receive the gift, which shows Karana is 

thoughtful because she considered Tutok and what she might like and find useful. 

A Karana jumps of the boat to stay with Ramo, which shows she is empathetic. She is willing to leave 

her entire tribe be stranded with Ramo because she imagines how he will feel being left there alone. 

L Karana puts on her nicest outfit when the white otter hunters arrive, which shows she is proud 

because despite being on the island alone for many years she wants to show off her beautifully 

crafted clothes and make a good impression. 

 


