
The Birthmark by Nathaniel Hawthorne   
Answer the following questions in your notebook. 

1. How does Aylmer’s quest to perfect Georgiana, tie to our unit’s theme or essential questions?


2. Identify the conflicts in the story and how they support the theme. 


3. Considering character motivation, what drove Aylmer to do what he did? What about Georgianna? Support your position with evidence from the text. 

4. Were you surprised that he would go to such extremes? Where do we see this in our own culture? 


5. Provide evidence from the text to support the assumption that the “quest for perfection” drove Aylmer to do what he did. 

6. Use context clues to help define the unfamiliar words and verify these words using a dictionary – you should write down at least 3-5 words. If you know all of the words, find some that you believe some classmates may not know. 


7. Identify examples of figurative language in the story. 
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