
Blues and 
“The Treasure of Lemon Brown”

What are the 

?



What are the Blues?

• The Blues is a musical genre that 
originated in African-American 
communities of primarily the "Deep 
South" of the United States at the end of 
the 19th century from spirituals, work 
songs, field hollers, and shouts and 
chants.



More on the Blue’s origin

• The term "the blues" refers to the "blue 
devils", meaning melancholy and sadness.



The origin of the Blues

• The first true blues was performed by 
singers who would engage in 
call-and-response with a guitar – the 
performer would sing a line, and the 
guitar, often played with a bottleneck or 
knife sliding up and down the strings, 
giving the instrument an eerie, voice-like 
moan, would answer. 



Original Deep South Blues: 
“Mississippi Fred”

Mississippi Fred, Deep South Blues  (right click then “open hyperlink)  

Fred McDowell was born in  Mississippi . His parents, who were 
farmers, died when McDowell was a youth. He started playing guitar 
at the age of 14. 

Wanting a change from plowing fields, he moved to Memphis in 1926 
where he worked to process cotton into oil and other products. He 
also  played music for tips. Later in 1928 he moved to Mississippi to 
pick cotton where he worked steadily as a farmer, continuing to 
perform music at dances and picnics in the early 1940’s.

Music technique:
At first, he played slide guitar using a pocket knife and then a slide 
made from a beef rib bone, later switching to a glass slide for its 
clearer sound. He played with the slide on his ring finger.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=54GNI2K3-ec
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=54GNI2K3-ec


Meaning of “the Blues”

Sometimes the Blues can mean “depressing.”

BUT . . . Some say that the development of the 
blues is associated with the newly acquired 
freedom of the enslaved people.

The Blues can celebrate good times!



“The Treasure of Lemon Brown”
 

How does the Blues

 make you 

 feel?



“The Treasure of Lemon Brown”

• Who is Lemon Brown?  (right click then “open 
hyperlink”)

• Explore the main character before reading his 
story.

http://www.mrtracy.com/lemon/

